
 
 
 
OFFICE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
 

SUBJECT TO COURT 
ORDERED CHANGES 

Superintendent of Public Instruction (Nonpartisan Office) 
• As the state’s chief of public schools, provides education policy direction to local 

school districts, and works with the educational community to improve academic 
performance. 

 
• Heads the Department of Education and carries out policies set by the State Board 

of Education. 
 
• Serves as an ex-officio member of governing boards of the state’s higher education 

system. 
 



November 6, 2018, General Election 
State Voter Information Guide 

 
 

Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Office Candidate Name Party 

SPI Tony K. Thurmond Non-partisan 
SPI Marshall Tuck Non-partisan 
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